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CUSTER CONNECTIONS

Company’s Coming

​It’s finally May! And that means many exciting things for us. Flowers, new babies, graduation, Mother’s Day, my
birthday and most importantly, for our area, Company is coming!!!
 
How can we best prepare for our company? I know when I have company coming to my house, I have to quickly
straighten up and put out some decorations. As businesses, we need to do the same. A new coat of paint and some
beautiful flowers or plants and smiling faces can do wonders for creating an inviting space. So, sweep your
sidewalks, wash your windows, consider participating in the City Basket Program, save the parking in front of your
business and invite the company in.

Dawn Murray
Executive Director
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Board Of Directors

Amy Bailey - President
John Stahl - Vice President
Michelle Fischer - Treasurer
Amanda Allcock
Craig Reindl
Diane Dennis
Corey Virtue
Bobbi Schmidt
Miranda Boggs

Julie Jenniges - City Liaison
Mark Naugle - School Liaison
Lydia Austin- CSP Liaison
Leah Noem- BID Board Liaison

RSVP NOW!!!
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To have things added to Buffalo Bytes, please send to Amy: abrazell@custersd.com. Items need to be received by
Wednesdays at noon in order to be added to weekly Buffalo Bytes. Thank you!

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

May 11
Chamber Mixer at Mt Rushmore Brewing Co.

5pm-7pm

May 18
Attractions Meeting Lit Swap

Mt Rushmore Brewing Co
1pm-4pm

May 19-21
Tesla Rally

​May 25
Ribbon Cutting for the Community Garden

mailto:abrazell@custersd.com


Ribbon Cutting for the Community Garden
On the school campus on Sidney Park Rd

(near the ball field)
10:00am

WEEKLY HUMOR

CHAMBER HAPPENINGS







MEMBER SPOTLIGHT



To have your business featured in our Member Spotlight, please contact Amy Brazell at abrazell@custersd.com

Fred & Wendy Hlava- Business & Property Develpment
​The Hills Finest

Rose Haven Senior Living
JAM Heating and Cooling

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church-LCMS
Jon Gindhart, DC, PC

mailto:abrazell@custersd.com


Jon Gindhart, DC, PC
Life Weavings Expressions

Garcia Family Clinic-Bella Rejuvenation
US Flag Pole Guy
JandJ Hospitality

Southern Hills Screen Printing
The Church at Custer

AREA EVENTS

























1880 Train Opening Day May 13

We are open for our 2023 season starting May 13th!
We are running our steam locomotives 7 days a week

through mid-October.
 

Visit our website for our full schedule and information on
our special events!

 
https://www.1880train.com/

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001isTMeqEq6wlm5h7jl8B45RBFZ1MG0iJa6eb-YCHm8uoWKYYMmeJVJa1roSuHo7nptDw4pncz50DTfBaPbfu8SWac0JzJbFEuuz_7VSLP9WLFVf1p-uAknaXkTLvHTTrP9xdX4COqgbT16Tb9A3q4YQ==&c=sz1VTlv1jU1sxNUGn3p4j0_h9hOuffTQlAf7cfio7fyN9vYghoedFg==&ch=MC9sMUSPgHnJDRvp7Zjqp_rtSf1KOuJaCogz7HJ7fMJocOEditnVoA==


Spend Mother's Day with the 1880 Train

We are offering our Mother's Day Gift Pack again this year!
You can add the Gift Pack to your regular train reservation and elevate your

Mother's Day experience!
 

The Gift Pack includes macarons in a keepsake wooden box, a champagne flute,
champagne, orange juice, and a succulent plant for $29.95!

 
If you already have a reservation, you can call our office and we can add on a

Gift Pack, or when making a new reservation you can select to add on a Gift Pack!







VOLUNTEER
2023 Campus
Cleanup Day
Saturday, May 13, 9 AM - 4 PM
Help us usher in another season of Black Hills Playhouse theatre by volunteering for our annual

Cleanup Day! There are projects for people of all interests: sweeping, dusting, painting, fixing,
installing, scrubbing, sawing...the list of fun activities could go and on.

We will start at the Dining Hall at 9:00 AM for a quick meet & greet. After the coffee and intros, we
will promptly split into teams for the day's projects.



A potluck lunch will start at noon. You are welcome to bring anything you like, and please feel free to
jot it down on the sign-up sheet (linked above), Or, if not, just let us know.

We encourage volunteers to bring whatever supplies might make their jobs easier. Certainly doesn't
hurt to have extra shovels, cleaning supplies, rakes, gloves, chainsaws & pole pruners, paint brushes &
rollers, floor magnets, drills, screws, vacuums, etc.

We have been very fortunate to grow the attendance of this event year after year. Let's keep the ball
rolling with your support. Please sign up today! Thank you!

Click Here To Register For Black Hills Playhouse Clean Up!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf8MLDr5O-dPNEqWQYE9DGaafBERw4DDx7eq146KXUXKm9rOg/viewform








ANNOUNCEMENTS





NEWS RELEASE
4/20/2023
First Interstate Custer Area Fund is Accepting Grant Applications

The First Interstate Custer Area Fund is accepting applications for grants
from qualified 501 (C) 3 Organizations in the Custer area thru September 12, 2023.
Recipients will be selected and grants funded during the Month of October 2023.

Disbursements by the local board of directors are determined according to the needs of the community. Past
disbursements from 1999 to date have totaled $209,560 and have benefited a variety of local projects, historical
organizations, and the arts and humanities.

If your non-profit organization would like to be considered in the disbursement of funds, please complete the First
Interstate Custer Area Fund application form and return it to any board member or mail the form to:
First Interstate Custer Area Fund, 648 Mt Rushmore Rd, Custer, SD 57730, Attention: Donna Cullum. Completed

applications can also be emailed to Donna.Cullum@fib.com.

Grant applications forms are available from any local board member, please call: Jenny Behlings 673- 5436, Don
Kraus 673-2072, Curtis Tyler 673-2215, Donna Cullum 673-2215,
Nathan Wiederholt 673- 2716, Bobbi Schmidt 605-450-9956, or Misty Fish 673-4848.

The deadline for completed applications for the annual disbursement of funds bill be September 12, 2023. The
funds will be disbursed during the month of October 2023.











Click Here for The Pulse Newsletter

NEWS FROM THE STATE

https://files.constantcontact.com/5db701af301/cf11b0b1-f9e6-4af6-9dd1-5c0782f808ee.pdf?rdr=true


Hello, friends!

Spring is in the air! FINALLY! We hope this month’s edition of the Mile Marker finds you well, getting outside to
enjoy our warmer temps, and gearing up for what promises to be another good peak travel season.

It’s a busy time for our industry, so let me get right to it as we inch closer to National Travel & Tourism
Week (NTTW), our annual Spring Hospitality Training and 605 Day:

Be sure and join us as we celebrate National Travel & Tourism Week (May 7-13). It’s the perfect time to
share with citizens, elected officials, and visitors what a dynamic impact tourism has on our state. Check
out this link to learn about all the ways travel positively impacts our lives, and see SDVisit.com for how your
local businesses and community can plug into this important week. Also, let us know if you plan to light up
your business or attraction in RED in celebration of NTTW. Seeing so many entities lit in red during NTTW
sends such a powerful message and reminder to our entire state about the importance of the tourism industry.

We hope you and your frontline staff can attend our Spring Hospitality Training (also during the week of
NTTW). To check out the full schedule and learn more about this year’s incredible speaker, please
visit SDVisit.com. This training is open to everybody, including those businesses that may not officially be
in the tourism industry, but still play an important role in making sure visitors to South Dakota have an
outstanding experience. Please contact Bailey Carlsen with any questions. We are partnering with the South
Dakota Retailers Association for this year’s hospitality training, and we are grateful for their friendship and
support.

Help us celebrate THE VERY BEST STATE in the country as we look forward to 605 Day (June 05). We
have suggestions on our 605 webpage for ways you can show love to The Mount Rushmore State and why
we love living, working, and playing here so much.

The 2022 region and county level tourism economic impact study has been completed and is being shared
with industry partners. To learn more about how your area performed during the past year, click on this link.
If you have questions on any of the data, please reach out to Kirk Hulstein.

Stay tuned as we make final plans for our outreach during National Travel & Tourism Week. My guess is we’ll
have some fun updates to share with you before then! Don’t hesitate to reach out if you need anything. Our hope is
that we cross paths sometime during NTTW and the Hospitality Trainings.

All our best,
Jim and Team

PRESS RELEASES

https://click.email.travelsouthdakota.com/?qs=1289637b6b1ca962f72bc836d6d44473380cd3bf0e8952f6cfa373f3b0286f76d8f3499767bed68151eeb378babb98b180d234331a8693b4
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Jewel Cave National Monument News Release
Release Date: May 4, 2023
For Immediate Release
Contact: Aimee Murillo / Chief of Interpretation / aimee_murillo@nps.gov

 
 

Jewel Cave Announces Hours for Summer Season
 

CUSTER, SD – Jewel Cave National Monument is changing its operations to prepare for visitors this
summer season beginning Sunday, May 21. The visitor center will be open every day from 8:00 a.m. to
5:30 p.m. with cave tours at scheduled times. These hours will continue until Labor Day. On Tuesday,
September 5 the visitor center will change its hours to 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. until October 28.
Jewel Cave’s Historic Lantern Tours and Wild Caving Tours will begin for the season on Sunday, June
4. The park plans to offer the Historic Lantern Tours daily until Labor Day as staffing allows, and the Wild
Caving Tour on Saturdays through mid-August. The monument will also continue to offer the popular
Scenic and Discovery Tours. All tours will be available to book in advance on Recreation.gov, with
limited walk-up tours for the Scenic, Discovery and Historic Lanterns Tours being available if staffing
allows. Wild Caving Tours will only be available to reserve on recreation.gov.
The monument also partners with the Black Hills Parks and Forests Association, which operates a Park
Store inside the visitor center. The store will be open on the same schedule as the visitor center and
provides visitors with multiple products and services to complement their visit.
Details and updates on park operations will continue to be posted at www.nps.gov/jeca, as well as on
social media through Facebook at www.facebook.com/JewelCaveNPS/ and Instagram at
www.instagram.com/jewelcavenps.

New Jewel Cave National Monument Book Wins National Award
For Immediate Release

mailto:aimee_murillo@nps.gov
https://www.recreation.gov/ticket/facility/10088103
http://www.nps.gov/jeca
http://www.facebook.com/JewelCaveNPS/
http://www.instagram.com/jewelcavenps


For Immediate Release
Contact: Patty Ressler, pressler@blackhillsparks.org
 
Black Hills Parks & Forests Association (BHPFA) and Jewel Cave
National Monument are pleased to announce the new publication
“Jewel Cave: No End in Sight” won a publication of the year
award. This prestigious honor comes from the Public Lands Alliance,
a national organization representing nonprofit partners of America’s
public lands.

“This book has been a passion project; over two years in the making,”
said Joanna Marshaus, designer of “Jewel Cave: No End in Sight.”
This is the first significant publication produced 100% in-house by
BHPFA staff, and it showcases their ability to design and create high-
quality products. “We are so honored to have this book be chosen as
publication of the year”, states Patty Ressler, BHPFA Executive
Director. “Other nominees included publications from larger
organizations whose partners see millions of visitors versus our
organization whose partners see thousands of visitors. The entire
BHPFA team should be so proud of the high quality publication they
produced.”

At over 217 miles, Jewel Cave is one of the longest caves in the
world. This book tells the geologic story of Jewel Cave in simple enough terms anyone can understand, but is
technical enough to be of interest to professionals. Informative tables, charts, and photography from some of the
most remote places in the world make this book an excellent addition to any library, and a must read for anyone
interested in caves or geology.

“Jewel Cave: No End in Sight” is available for purchase at Jewel Cave National Monument and online at
www.blackhillsparks.org/shop for $19.99.

BHPFA is an official non-profit partner of the National Park Service and USDA Forest Service, with the mission to
support wonder and exploration through stewardship of your public lands. This year, BHPFA is providing $83,000
to their partners for educational materials and programs.
                                                    

Black Hills Parks & Forests Association’s 2 nd Virtual Fundraise,
the South Dakota Centennial Trail Challenge will begin May 29.

mailto:pressler@blackhillsparks.org
http://www.blackhillsparks.org/shop


the South Dakota Centennial Trail Challenge will begin May 29.
 
For Immediate Release
Contact: Brad Keizer, Black Hills Parks & Forests Association
bkeizer@blackhillsparks.org
Join Black Hills Parks & Forests Association (BHPFA) for a virtual
fundraiser, the South Dakota Centennial Trail Hike Challenge. Between
Memorial Day, May 29, 2023 and Labor Day, September 4, 2023, BHPFA
is encouraging public land supporters from around the country to virtually
travel the length of the South Dakota Centennial Trail from Wind Cave
National Park to Bear Butte State Park. Participants can earn miles by self-
supported, non-motorized activities like running, hiking, walking, and
swimming from anywhere they choose. After completing an activity,
participants can upload their mileage to the challenge’s website, where their
progress is tracked along an interactive map of the Centennial Trail.
 
“We want to inspire folks to spend time outside, explore public lands, and embrace physical activity! This will be a
fun and interactive event, we encourage participants to sign their friends and family up and challenge each other!”
says Executive Director Patty Ressler.
 
Registration is required to take a part in this virtual event and will open May13. The cost is $25 for BHPFA
members and $55 for non-members and includes an event sticker & patch. Non-members will receive a
complimentary membership. If you are currently a member, there will be an early bird, members only registration,
beginning May 1. This fundraiser supports BHPFA’s non-profit mission of supporting interpretive programs,
educational activities and research efforts to protect and preserve the cultural and natural resources of the Black
Hills and Nebraska. Thank you to the generous sponsors who are helping make this event possible. To learn more
and to register visit: https://blackhillsparks.org/south-dakota-centennial-trail-hike-challenge/
 
BHPFA is an official non-profit partner of the National Park Service and USDA Forest Service, with the mission to
support wonder and exploration through stewardship of your public lands. This year, BHPFA is providing $83,000
to their partners for educational materials and programs.
. For more information about Black Hills Parks & Forests Association, check out the website at
www.blackhillsparks.org or call 605-745-7020.
 

Photo Caption: Participants will receive an event sticker & patch as part of registration with this bison logo.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
April 17, 2023                                       

CONTACT: Shanna Hockert;
Brand and Marketing Manager
605.574.9625
                                                       

 
Addie Camp General Store Opens Next to Prairie

Berry Winery
 

HILL CITY, S.D. - The Homestead at Prairie Berry Winery is now Addie
Camp General Store. Pick up essentials and enjoy coffee, housemade
bakery items, grab-and-go snacks, locally made ice cream, picnic food,
sundries, outdoor & camping supplies, state & forest service permits,
and so much more!
 

https://blackhillsparks.org/south-dakota-centennial-trail-hike-challenge/
http://www.blackhillsparks.org/


 
Built in the early 1900s, Addie Camp General Store was originally the
Frank Sherman home, a family residence in the community of Pactola.
 
In 1952 the construction of the Pactola Dam started and the homes and businesses in the area had to be
moved. The home was put up for auction the following year, was purchased, and moved 6 miles north near
Hill City.
 
The home was renovated in 1996 and opened as The Mistletoe Ranch and Quilt Corral.
 
In 2012, Prairie Berry Winery expanded and purchased The Mistletoe Ranch. It was converted to a wedding
and event space, The Homestead, and in 2023 it re-opened as Addie Camp General Store.
 
Addie Camp General Store is currently open Thursday - Sunday 8 a.m - 5 p.m. Additional information can be
found at https://addiecamp.com/general-store/.
 
 
ABOUT PRAIRIE BERRY WINERY
South Dakota's second commercial winery, Prairie Berry Winery was co-founded in 1999 by fifth generation
winemaker and brewmaster Sandi Vojta. Made on site, the award-winning wines are infused with both local
and seasonal ingredients. 
 
Prairie Berry Winery is located in the Black Hills of South Dakota near Mount Rushmore on Highway 385.
 
Shanna Hockert | Brand and Marketing
P R A I R I E  B E R R Y  L L C
Shannah@prairieberry.com I P: 605.574.9625

http://www.prairieberry.com/
https://addiecamp.com/general-store/
mailto:ShannaH@prairieberry.com


Custer Senior Center
May Schedule

​Click here to Check out the Custer School
District Calendar for upcoming school
events! 

WEEKLY INSPIRATION

https://files.constantcontact.com/5db701af301/5d017e0f-a37c-4a05-8f11-6c68f423de02.docx?rdr=true
http://www.csd.k12.sd.us/site/default.aspx?PageID=1


HELP WANTED





Pacer Minerals has a job opening for Plant Operator. General
manufacturing experience preferred. Training will be provided on all
equipment. 
Email resume to paula@pacerminerals.com or apply in person at 25429 US
Hwy 385, Custer, SD

mailto:paula@pacerminerals.com






Be sure to check out the Help Wanted section on our Website:

Our Address:
615 Washington Street

Custer, SD 57730

Phone Numbers:

605-673-2244
800-992-9818

Send Us An Email

Connect With Us

 ​  ​  ​  ​  ​  ​

Visit our website

https://custersd.com/custer-helpwanted
mailto:Info@CusterSD.com
https://www.facebook.com/custerchamber
https://twitter.com/CusterAreaChamb
https://www.pinterest.com/custerchamber/
https://www.instagram.com/custersdchamber/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/custer-area-chamber-of-commerce
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdBURr1f5pzUGoA_ZszwZng
https://custersd.com/

